458 Global Media Cultures

Professor Michael Curtin 6016 Vilas Hall
Class: Tu & Th. 11:00 am-12:15 pm mceurtin@wisc.edu
Office Hours: Th 2:00-4:00 & by appt. 263-2541

During the semester we will explore the roles that film, television, and other media play in altering our
perceptions of space, time, and social identity. These changes have been discussed in a number of ways
by scholars, journalists, and policy makers. For some, the new media environment offers the exciting
prospect of a "global village." For others, new modes of electronic communication threaten existing
social relations. Comm Arts 458 will encourage students to critically examine the ways in which modern
media play a significant role in debates about political power, global economy, and cultural identity. It
will also examine the relative influences of different communication technologies as well as explore
questions of media convergence. As much as possible, this course will focus on contemporary issues now
being debated in government bodies and popular media. Rather than providing "answers" or emphasizing
a body of facts, 458 will aim to provoke student interest in the complex issues that are stimulating current
research in the field of media studies. The first half of the course will focus on global media institutions
and the second half on audience uses of global media and issues of cultural identity.

Texts (books available at Rainbow Bookstore, 426 W. Gilman; articles at Bob’s Copy Shop):
Thomas L. McPhail, Global Communication, Allyn and Bacon, 2002.

Chris Barker, Television, Globalization and Cultural Identities, Open U. Press, 1999.

Copy packet™® at Bob’s Copy Shop in University Square next to Vilas Hall.

1) Sept. 2 Introduction
Sept. 4 McPhail, 1-International Communication, pp.1-28

2) Sept. 9 McPhail, 2-Development Research Traditions and Global Comm., pp.29-46
Sept. 11 McPhail, 3-American Multimedia Giants, pp.47-70

3) Sept. 16 McPhail, 4-Non-U.S. Stakeholders, pp.71-96
Sept. 18 McPhail, 6-CNN and Its Competitors, pp.117-144

4) Sept. 23 McPhail, 7-Roles of Global News Services, pp.145-160
Sept. 25 McPhail, 5-Global Issues, Music, and MTV, pp.97-116

5) Sept. 30 McPhail, 8-Role of Global Advertising, pp.161-174
Oct. 2 McPhail, 9-The Message: Role of Internat. Organizations, pp.175-198

6) Oct. 7 McPhail, 10-The Medium: Global Techs. & Organizations, pp.199-218
Oct. 9 McPhail, 11-The Internet, pp.219-238

7) Oct. 14 McPhail, 12-Summary and Conclusions, pp.239-250
Oct. 16 Exam 1

8) Oct. 21 Barker, Intro-TV, Globalization, and Cutlural Identities, pp.1-8
Oct. 23 Barker, 1-Disturbing Cultural Identities, pp.9-32



9) October 28 Barker, 2-Global Television and Global Cultures, pp.33-59
Oct. 30 Curtin, Feminine Desire in the Age of Satellite Television*

10) Nov. 4 Barker, 3-Construction and Representation of Race and Nation, pp.60-85
Nov. 6 Curtin, Television and Trustworthiness in Hong Kong*

11) Nov. 11 Barker, 4-Sexed Subjects and Gendered Representation, pp.86-108
Nov. 13 Fung and Curtin, The Anomalies of Being Faye (Wong)*

12) Nov. 18 Paper Due
Nov. 20 Barker, 5-Audiences, Identity and Television Talk, pp.108-140

13) Nov. 25 no assigned reading
Nov. 27 Thanksgiving holiday

14) Dec. 2 Mankekar, Television Tales, National Narratives, and a Woman’s Rage*
Dec. 4 Barker, 6 & 7-Television & the Cultural Politics of Identity, pp.141-172

15) Dec. 9 Curtin, Murdoch’s Dilemma, or What’s the Price of TV in China?*
Dec. 11 no assigned reading

Exam 2: 12:25 p.m., Sunday, December 14

Course Procedures:

The course is organized around a series of readings, lectures, screenings, and class discussions. It
is required that students attend every session in order to benefit from course materials. Each
student is granted three personal leave days. The fourth absence, however, will lower
your participation grade by a full letter (e.g., from A to B) and each subsequent absence
will have a similar effect. Furthermore, group discussions will depend upon active student
involvement, which means that students must keep up with all reading assignments so we have
something to talk about. In order to encourage such stalwart behavior there will be several short
writing exercises that focus on assigned readings. Consequently, students who come to class
prepared will no doubt find their efforts handsomely rewarded. The workload is in accordance
with other 400-level courses. Students should anticipate two assigned essays or book chapters
per week. Grades will be based on two exams, in-class writing exercises, class participation, and
a paper.

Exam 1 30%
Exam 2 30%
Paper 30%

Participation & writing 10%

Please inform me within the first three weeks of class if you have a disability and need
accommodation to take part in or to complete the required work for this course. For more
information, contact the McBurney Disability Resource Center, 905 University, 263-2741,
TTY 263-6393.



